	Tool Box Talk

No. 3.8 Safety nets and suspension equipment

Prepare     Location? Distractions? Talk aids?

Reason      Reduction of serious injuries on site caused by falls, falling debris, materials, tools and equipment.

Why           Half the number of people who fall from heights in excess of over 2 metres die. Don’t become a fatality.

Outline      This talk will cover items to be considered before, during and after using safety nets and suspension equipment.

Pre-use considerations

1. Trained and competent persons must undertake the installation of the equipment.

2. The equipment should be inspected to check that it is serviceable and suitable for the current task.

3. Check that all the anchorage points and supports are suitable and secure.

4. The prevailing weather conditions will not prevent operatives from working safely.

5. People working in the immediate vicinity have been warned of the overhead hazard (including occupiers of adjacent properties) and adequate and appropriate warning notices have been displayed.

During use

1. Only authorised, trained and competent personnel are allowed to use the equipment.

2. Regular checks must be made to ensure that safety nets remain free from rubbish and debris and are correctly adjusted.

3. Messing about with the equipment is strictly prohibited.

4. The immediate area must remain free from projections that could impair the safe use of the equipment.

5. The area immediately below the equipment must be maintained as a safe area or protection is to be installed and maintained.

6. Precautions should be taken to ensure that any working platforms are not allowed to become slippery.

7. All tools must be adequately secured to prevent them being dropped or being allowed to fall to he area below.

8. Regular checks should be made to ensure that safe working loads are not exceeded.

After use

1. All equipment must be inspected for damage, and must be clean and dry before being stowed away.

2. Any defects with the equipment must be reported promptly and correctly.

3. Adequate records of the condition and usage of the equipment must be maintained.

4. All tie-offs for cradles, ancillary lines and ropes, etc., must be left in a secure position to prevent unauthorised access and use of the equipment.

Q: What should happen to safety nets and suspension equipment after use?

Note to supervisor: Now inform your workforce of the company policy regarding the use of safety nets and suspension equipment.

Do you have any questions for me?

Questions for you

Q: Who should be informed that the equipment is to be used?

Q: What should happen to the area below the equipment?
Further information

Health and Safety Policy Manual – Sections 6.39; 6.43; 6.44
Company H&S Procedure – HSP013


