	Tool Box Talk

No. 5.2 Buried services

Prepare      Location? Distractions? Talk aids?

Reason       Every year, hundreds of people are injured and some killed due to contact with buried  services.

Why            70,000 instances of damage and 150 injuries per year show there is room for   improvement.

Outline       This talk will cover gas, water mains, sewers and colour coding for buried services.

Gas mains
1. Check the gas company plans before digging.

2. Dig carefully by hand to establish the location of pipes.

3. Mark all known pipes.

4. Remember gas has a flammable and explosive content.

Q: What must you do before digging?

5. At the slightest hint of gas escape, leave the area and do not smoke. Call the gas company and emergency services.

6. Don’t drop tools on to the mains – it may cause cracking to pipes.

7. Modern, smaller diameter house mains are often plastic – don’t confuse them with electric cables.

8. Follow the gas company specifications for back-filling.

Q: If you noticed gas escaping, what would you do?

Water mains

1. Trace the line of the main by trial pits and mark all known pipes.

2. Burst pipes can fill an excavation quickly. If damaged, call the water company.

3. Remember, water at high pressure can be fatal.

4. Ladder access should be provided in the excavation.

Q: How would you find the line of the water main?

5. Don’t leave a length of pipe unsupported.

Q: What must you remember with unsupported pipes?

Sewers

1. There is a danger to health if a foul sewer is fractured – vacate the excavation and report it to the water company.

2. Wear PPE due to risk of contamination from sewage. Wash your hands before eating, drinking or smoking.

3. If you break a storm water sewer and rain is falling, vacate the excavation as flooding may occur at any time.

4. Read the tool box talk on Weil’s disease (No. 12). If you feel unwell, report to your doctor.

Q: What hazards are there when working on sewers?

Colour-coding system for buried services

1. Black or red Electricity

2. Blue Water

3. Yellow Gas

4. Grey or white Telecommunications

5. Green Cable television

Do you have any questions for me?

Questions for you

Q: What are the colour codings for buried services?

Q: Before back-filling, what must you find out?

REMEMBER – All buried services have the potential to cause injury or illness.
Further information

Health and Safety Policy Manual – Sections 6.38; 6.57 

H&S Procedure HSP018


